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VERTICAL ARTS ARCHITECTURE, Steamboat Springs, Colorado vertical-arts.com

Sarah Tiedeken O’Brien is a partner and owner of Vertical Arts Architecture in Steamboat Springs, Colorado.
O’Brien discovered her talent for design early on, thanks to high school drafting classes in her hometown of
Cheyenne, Wyoming. When she went on to the University of Oregon, architecture seemed a natural choice.

“It was a really nice blend of being able to be creative, but also to think technically,” she says.

After graduating and then traveling in Australia for nearly a year, O'Brien landed a job at Vertical Arts, and
she’s been there ever since. “I really like being involved in everything,” she admits. “The up-front site planning
and design, the detailing, helping pick out finishes down to furniture and accessories—you get this crazy scope;
it just creates a really diverse profession.”

At the age of 33, O'Brien is just hitting her stride. She avoids the idea of a “signature style,” instead opting for
what she calls “a cool clash of styles that really speaks to that specific client.” It's a kind of intense collaboration
that aims toward a complete, custom fit. “You're designing something with someone that's so intimate,” she
reflects. “It's fun to create something that’s really going to enhance someone’s life every day.” -Laura Beausire

» For more on these remarkable women in architecture, visit mountainliving.com/WomeninArchitecture2020

In a striking marriage of struc=. &

ture and setting, Sarah Tiedeken
O'Brien designed this sleek, steel

and glass Larkspur, Colorado,

house and its accompanying
equestrian facility to perch on'a .
rocky hillside. The home's custom, & 8
laser-cut, Moroccan-patterned

screens are a tribute to the

homeowner's-family heritage.




